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Who were the First Floridians?  How did they live?  How have their sites been preserved or destroyed? 

Help us find out! 

Site Information 

The 2017 field school will be held in the Aucilla-Wacissa drainage, a Florida Outstanding Waterway, ca. 45 
minutes south-east of Tallahassee, Florida. This area contains dozens of Paleoindian sites (>11,500 years old) 
that were inundated by rising water levels at the end of the last Ice Age. The karst geology of the drainage 
preserved these sites within now-underwater sediment layers, giving us a unique picture of Southeastern 
Paleoindians. 

Figure 1: Recorded Pleistocene Archaeological Sites in the 
Aucilla-Wacissa Drainage 



Approximately the first three weeks of the course will be 
spent working at the Ryan-Harley site in the Wacissa River. 
This site was discovered in May, 1996 by brothers Ryan and 
Harley Means. Ryan (a wildlife biologist) and Harley (a 
geologist for the Florida Geological Survey) were exploring 
the shallow, spring-fed stream channel and discovered two 
diagnostic Suwannee points and numerous other lithic 
artifacts and bone fragments. The site is situated adjacent to 
a small island in the braided stream channel of the Wacissa 
River, which ranges in depth from 3-6 feet.  

After the Means brothers reported this site to the State of 
Florida, a 1999 excavation recovered evidence of a discrete 
Suwannee-aged campsite that appeared to contain a midden 
composed of food remains and the remains of Suwannee 

lithic reduction (Dunbar et al. 2006) in a thin sandy stratum 3-5 feet under the modern stream level. While 
most archaeologists agree that Suwannee most likely post-dates Clovis (Anderson, et al. 2015; Dunbar, et al. 
2006; Thulman 2012), no absolute ages have been obtained on Suwannee points. This is the only buried 
single-component Suwannee site in Florida with preserved organic remains, so remains the site with the best 
potential to provide these ages. 

In 2015, we returned to the site to conduct further 
excavations. Texas A&M University PhD student Morgan 
Smith directed these investigations as part of his dissertation 
research. Our underwater investigations discovered 
additional midden deposits and refined our understanding of 
the site formation processes. Morgan also conducted GPR 
transects across the underwater and terrestrial portions of 
the site and undertook an augering project to record the 
distribution and extent of the sandy Suwannee component 
on land.  

Our 2017 excavations will be focused upon completing the 
excavation of several 1x1m units in the stream channel and 
extending an exploratory excavation unit onshore to determine the lateral extent of this unique archaeological 
component. Afterwards, we will stabilize the site to preserve the remnants for future investigation. This site is 
along one of the main recreational channels of the Wacissa, meaning it gets dozens of visitors, giving us the 
opportunity (extremely rare in underwater archaeology) to interact with the public during our excavations. 
Public interpretation will be an important component of our investigations and all students will be assigned 
this important task in turns. We will also have a mobile lab set up at our campsite in order to process and 
conserve our finds as they are recovered. Students will work in turns in the lab and upon excavation.  

For the last few weeks of the field school, we will focus upon survey and site exploration in the Aucilla River, 
to which the Wacissa connects. The Aucilla is deeper and darker than the Wacissa, and contains many 
sinkholes within its channel. These sinks contain well-preserved archaeological remains dating to the late 
Pleistocene, including the Page-Ladson site, the oldest site in Florida (Halligan et al. 2016). We will be 
investigating several of these with geoarchaeological techniques and diver surveys. We also will be conducting 
test excavations in at least one sinkhole. This sinkhole, never tested by archaeologists before, has thick layers 
of intact sediments and contained at least two late Pleistocene artifacts when investigated in the fall of 2016. 

 

Figure 4: Recording the Ryan Harley Site in 2015 

Figure 3: Three Suwannee Points from Ryan-Harley 



Accommodations and travel 

We will be camping at primitive campsites for the duration of the field school. For the first three weeks, 
camping will be at the Goose Pasture Campground in the Suwannee River Water Management District area 
(http://www.srwmd.state.fl.us/index.aspx?nid=183). For the remaining weeks, we may move closer to the 
Aucilla boat launches. Throughout the duration, we will have access to a small cabin that is located about 20 
minutes away from Goose Pasture for 
storage of samples and food that need 
refrigeration. Class will be held M-F, with 
morning meetings at 7:30 AM, and work 
ending at approximately 4:30 daily. 
Students will have weekends free for 
exploration and recreation although they 
may stay in camp. Students from out of 
town should arrange travel to Tallahassee 
by May 15th. If flying in, make sure we 
have all your travel and contact 
information. Local students should plan 
to be at the Goose Pasture campground 
on May 15th to set up camp. 
Transportation can be provided from the Anthropology Department (1847 West Tennessee Street, 
Tallahassee, Florida) if needed. Course fees will include food, campground fees, and all dive gear (except 
masks and fins), if needed.  

Requirements 

Each student participating in the underwater excavation 
MUST be an AAUS diver or must be qualified to become 
one upon arrival, and MUST be cleared by the FSU dive 
safety officer, Chris Peters (cpeters@fsu.edu) prior to 
getting in the water. Diving requirements are viewable at 
https://www.marinelab.fsu.edu/marineops/diving/. 

There are a few spaces available for non-divers. Priority 
will be given to AAUS divers, then non-diving FSU 
students and students with strong interest in 
geoarchaeology. Non-divers will be trained in all except 
the final two items below. Students will learn: 

• Paleoindian material culture and theory  
• Geoarchaeological basics, sampling, and 

recording  
• Public outreach and interpretation 
• Terrestrial survey and excavation 
• Total station use and spatial data collection  
• Archaeological sampling and recording 
• Artifact identification, processing, and basic 

analysis  

Figure 5: Commuting from Goose Pasture 

Figure 6: Coring in the Aucilla 

http://www.srwmd.state.fl.us/index.aspx?nid=183
https://www.marinelab.fsu.edu/marineops/diving/


• Water screening, and basic conservation 
methods  

• Small boat operation and safety 

• Underwater excavation and recording methods  
• Underwater diver survey in clear and dark 

water 

 

Enrollment Details 

The course is listed as ANT 4824/ANG 6824-Anthropological Fieldwork: Archaeology (9 undergraduate 
credits, 6-9 graduate credits). Deadline to apply is April 7, 2017. Email application (attached below) to 
course instructor, Jessi Halligan (jhalligan@fsu.edu). Applicants will be notified on approximately April 15th. 
Along with notification of acceptance, I will provide a link for course registration. Fees will be dependent 
upon course enrollment, which is limited to 16 students. FSU enrollment fees will also be assessed upon the 6 
or 9 credit hours. Financial aid recipients should speak with the financial aid office to assist with course fees.  
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COME JOIN US IN THE RIVER!  
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